03/03/1988 - Anatomy Of A Catastrophe by University Marketing and Communications
Eastern Illinois University
The Keep
1988 Press Releases
3-3-1988
03/03/1988 - Anatomy Of A Catastrophe
University Marketing and Communications
Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1988
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Press Releases at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in 1988 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
University Marketing and Communications, "03/03/1988 - Anatomy Of A Catastrophe" (1988). 1988. 77.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1988/77
• 
~ 
'
1 EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
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88-72 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
ANATOMY OF A CATASTROPHE 
March 3, 1988 
CHARLESTON, IL--Although the people of Illinois want 
and deserve quality education in the State, they may soon 
face the certain disintegration of quality higher educat ion 
and deterioration of their elementary-secondary school system . 
That was the message Eastern Illinois University President 
Stan Rives delivered in his annual "State of the University" 
message today (Thursday, March 3) . 
In a dramatic departure from the traditional "State" 
speech, which reviews a University ' s accomplishments, Rives 
detailed for his faculty and staff "The Anatomy of a Catastrophe". 
- more-
ADD 1/1/1/1/1 ANATOMY OF A CATASTROPHE 
"I cannot in good conscience do a ' business as usual ' 
report", he said, "because the educational system of the State 
of Illinois is faced with a genuine crisis of inadequate funding. 
As professional educators and as citizens of Illinois, we 
have an obligation to inform the people of Illinois of what 
is happening to their educational system; I ask your help 
to do so ." 
He called Governor Thompson's proposed budget, which 
provides no additional funds for elementary-secondary and 
higher education, a "disaster level budget". 
According to Rives, the rhetoric of our political leaders 
is that education is an extremely high if not the highest 
priority of government . However, the facts indicate the opposite. 
He repeatedly used the terms "disaster " and "catastrophe" 
to describe the erosion of support for higher education in 
Illinois over the past few years. 
"We have an obligation to bring the discrepancy between 
rhetoric and reality to the attention of the General Assembly," 
he added. 
"The sorry fact is that, among the 50 states, Illinois 
ranked last, along with West Virginia, in the level of increased 
support for higher education," he said . In the past two years, 
the average increase in tax dollar support of higher education 
in all 50 states was ll percent, while Illinois and West Virginia 
stood at l percent. 
-more-
ADD 2/2/2/2/2 ANATOMY OF A CATASTROPHE 
Although Illinois ranks 9th in per capita income, just 
released data on ranking of the states on appropriations per 
capita and per $1,000 of personal income for fiscal year 1987-88 
put Illinois at 44th of the 50 states. 
Rives noted that Illinois has the second lowest income 
tax of any state that has an income tax and said a modest 
increase to support education and other essential state services 
at a reasonable level is probably needed. 
He said one result of the failure of the General Assembly 
to approve a needed tax increase last year and the inability 
of the Governor to approve adequate appropriations for higher 
education is that faculty and staff of our public institutions 
are the only group of state employees who did not receive 
a salary increase this year. Faculty and staff, by absorbing 
a loss of real income, and students and their parents, by 
paying a tuition increase well above the rate of inflation, 
are 'picking up the tab' for the failure of the state to provide 
adequate resources. 
Illinois can ill-afford a "brain-drain" of top faculty; 
that has already begun to happen and the situation will surely 
approach catastrophe if salary increase funds are not provided 
in our FY89 appropriations, he continued. "In just the past 
two weeks, three of our excellent faculty members at Eastern 
have announced that they have accepted positions in other 
states for next year. 
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"If we lose our best faculty to other states and are 
not provided the resources to recruit individuals of equal 
quality, any pretense of providing quality education is just 
that--a pretense." 
If there is no increase in the state's income tax and 
Eastern Illinois University faces level funding next year 
(which means less purchasing power because of inflation), 
Rives sees three major consequences for the University. 
First, a continuing and escalating loss of good faculty. 
This, he says, will not only weaken the quality of the educational 
program available to students, but will also diminish the 
ability of the University to meet its research and public 
service commitments to the people of Illinois. 
Second, a virtual certain consequence is another significant 
inccease in tuition. This will be particularly harmful to 
low and middle income families and to minority students and 
their families. 
Third, without adequate tax support, Rives says there 
will be no alternative but to restrict the number of students 
who can be served by the university . (Since closing admission 
to entering freshmen and transfer students for the Fall of 
1988 due to limited resources, Eastern has already had to 
refuse admission to nearly 1,000 freshmen and transfer applicants.) 
- more -
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However, in spite of the chilling statistics, Rives says 
he is optimistic. "I believe the people of Illinois, including 
members of the General Assembly, will do the right thing. 
All of us--students, faculty and staff, alumni, board members, 
and friends of the University--need to encourage legislators 
to do the right thing. It takes political courage to vote 
for a needed tax increase, but I prefer to believe we have 
more statesmen than politicians in the General Assembly ... 
You and I, all of us together have an obligation to write 
to, to talk to our legislators and do that now." 
As he neared the end of his talk, Rives said he would 
have much preferred to have talked about other things like 
the important study of the undergraduate program now underway. 
"I still consider that study to be the most important single 
thing going on at the University this year," he said. 
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